SS SCS HB 598 -- MOTOR VEHI CLES
DI SABLED LI CENSE PLATES AND PLACARDS
This bill:

(1) Changes the fraudul ent procurement or use of a disabled
| icense plate froma class A m sdeneanor to a class C
m sdeneanor ;

(2) Changes the penalty for certifying an individual for a

di sabl ed plate or placard outside the practitioner’s scope froma
class C m sdeneanor to a class A m sdeneanor and requires
certification to neet certain standards;

(3) Allows other health care practitioners (chiropractors,
podi atrists, and optonetrists) to certify individuals for
di sabled |Iicense plates and pl acards;

(4) Excludes age as a factor in determ ning whether a person is
entitled to a disabled |icense plate;

(5) Establishes record mai ntenance requirenents for physicians
and health care practitioners who i ssue physician's statenents
for disabled license plates or placards. These records nust be
open to inspection and review by the physician's |icensing board
to verify conpliance with the bill

(6) Requires physicians’ statenents to be on a form prescribed
by the Director of the Departnent of Revenue, state the specific
di agnosi s which renders the person physically disabled, include
the physician's license nunber, and be signed by the physician or
heal th care practitioner;

(7) Limts to tw the nunber of renovabl e w ndshield handi cap
pl acards that nmay be issued by the director to any one person;

(8) Increases the fee for renovabl e wi ndshi el d handi cap pl acards
from$2 to $4;

(9) Limts the use of the placard to when the person is in the
notor vehicle at the tinme of parking or when the person is being
del i vered,

(10) Requires every applicant for a disabled license plate or
pl acard or a renewal, beginning July 1, 2004, to present a new
physi cian's statenent dated no nore than 90 days prior to the

application. Thereafter, the director nmust not renew pre-

exi sting disabled plates unless the applicant furnishes a new

physi ci an's statenment every four years; and



(11) Makes any person who cannot produce the certificate which
authorizes himor her to park in a disabled parking space guilty
of a class A m sdeneanor. |If a person can |ater produce a valid
certificate in court, the person will not be found guilty.

Pl acards can only be used when the vehicle is parked in a

di sabl ed parki ng space.

STREET RODS AND CUSTOM VEHI CLE REG STRATI ON

The bill establishes new registration procedures for street rods
and custom vehicles. The annual fee will be $15 plus the regul ar
registration fees. Omers of these vehicles nust certify at the
time of registration that the vehicles will be maintained for
occasional transportation, exhibits, club activities, parades,
tours, and simlar uses and will not be used for daily
transportation. These vehicles are exenpt fromvehicle

i nspections and em ssion tests. License plates for these
vehicles will bear the words “STREET ROD’ or “CUSTOM VEHI CLE.”
Certificates of registration will contain the word “REPLICA.” A
street rod or customvehicle may use blue dot tail lights for
stop lanps, rear turning indicator |anps, rear hazard | anps, and
rear reflectors.

LOW SPEED VEHI CLES

Low speed vehicle operators will be allowed to use public

hi ghways under certain conditions. A |low speed vehicle is a

f our - wheel ed vehi cl e whose top speed is greater than 20 mles per
hour but |less than 25 mles per hour and is manufactured in
conpliance with the National H ghway Traffic Safety

Adm ni stration standards. A | ow speed vehicle will not be
operated on a street or highway with a posted speed limt greater
than 35 mles per hour. Low speed vehicles will be exenpt from

i nspection and em ssion testing, but nust conply with federal
standards. Every operator of a | ow speed vehicle nust maintain
financial responsibility as required under the | aw and nust have
a driver’s license. Cities and counties may pronul gate

ordi nances which are nore stringent.

EM SSI ONS TESTI NG

Vehi cl es manufactured 26 years prior to the current nodel year
are exenpt fromem ssions inspections. The bill allows BAR-97
vehicle em ssions tests for residents in Franklin County to be
conducted on a biennial basis. The maximumtesting fee is also
i ncreased from $10.50 to $24.

ANl MAL- DRI VEN VEHI CLES

Persons operating ani mal -driven vehicles after dark must use



| anps or lanterns and reflective material which conply with rules
pronul gated by the Departnent of Public Safety.

ALL- TERRAI N VEHI CLES

The bill nodifies the definition of “all-terrain vehicle” (ATV)
by increasing the unladen dry weight of an ATV from 600 pounds to
1, 000 pounds and by providing that an ATV nay be a vehicle with a
seat designed to carry nore than one person.

MEMORI AL HI GHWAY

The bill designates the portion of U S. H ghway 71 in MDonal d
County as the “Corporal Bobbie J. Harper Menorial H ghway.”

MOTOR VEH CLE DEALER ADVERTI SI NG

The bill nodifies provisions which govern the adverti sing

st andards used by notor vehicle dealers. Language is renoved
which currently allows dealers to use terns such as “invoice
price” or “$....over invoice.” The bill also renoves the
prohi bition which currently bans deal ers from using
advertisenents which offer to match or better any conpetitor’s
prices.

MOTOR VEH CLE EXTENDED SERVI CE CONTRACTS

The bill regulates the sale of notor vehicle extended service
contracts for the repair, replacenent, or maintenance of notor
vehicles. It does not apply to warranties, maintenance

agreenents, commercial transactions, and service contracts sold
to non-consuners. Those providing services under a notor vehicle
extended service contract nust denonstrate financi al
responsibility by insuring the service contracts under

rei mbursenent insurance policies or by other neans such as
providing a surety bond. Service contract admi nistrators are
required to register wwth the Departnent of Insurance. The bil
specifies the formand content of notor vehicle extended service
contracts and requires contract admnistrators to nmaintain
certain records. Civil penalties for violation of the bill are
provided. The departnent director is granted various powers to
enforce the bill’s provisions.

LI CENSE PLATES

The bill authorizes the Departnent of Revenue to issue the
follow ng new |license plates: “FIGHT TERRORISM” “TO PROTECT AND
SERVE’ (peace officer plate), “FlIREFI GHTERS MEMORI AL, ”
“FOXTROTTER- STATE HORSE, " “M SSOURI STATE SOCI ETY DAUGHTERS OF
THE AMERI CAN REVOLUTI ON,” “FRI ENDS OF KIDS W TH CANCER, ” * BOY



SCOUTS OF AMERI CA,” “Gd RL SCOUTS OF AMERI CA,” “GOLD AWARD, " *“ CAMP
QUALI TY,” “SPECI AL OLYMPI CS,” “PROFESSI ONAL ENG NEERS, ” “BE AN
ORGAN DONOR,” “ALPHA PHI QOVEGA,” “FORVMER LEQ SLATOR, " “ CONCERNS
OF POLI CE SURVI VORS,” “The MASTERS,” and “NRA” (National Rifle
Associ ation).

The bill al so provides | anguage regardi ng the col or schene of
license plates; allow ng applicants registering property-carrying
commercial notor vehicles to request an additional plate at a
charge not to exceed $15; requiring plate tabs to be displayed in
the designated area rather than the mddle of the plate; allow ng
the words “AMATEUR RADI O to be placed instead of the words
“SHOW ME STATE” on amateur radio plates; allow ng the words

“KI NGDOM OF CALONTIR' to be placed instead of the words * SHOW ME
STATE’ on Kingdom of Calontir plates; allowng any qualified
applicant for the “SILVER STAR' |icense plate to obtain two sets
of plates; and providing standardi zed | anguage which prohibits
apportioned notor vehicles and commercial notor vehicles in
excess of 18,000 pounds from obtai ni ng special |icense plates.



